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Penalties for incorrect Stableford Score 

When playing in a Stableford Competition, it is important to note that you are 
responsible for the accuracy of the stroke score recorded for each hole, but you 
are not responsible for the accurate recording of the points scored; that is the 
responsibility of the committee. 

To illustrate, if you score four on a par-4 hole at which you receive a stroke, the 
correct score for the hole is 3 points. 

If your card is returned with the correct stroke score of 4, but with 2 Stableford 
points recorded instead of 3, the committee must correct this error by 
awarding 3 points for the hole. 

However, if you had 5 strokes on this hole the correct number of points is 2.  If 
your card was returned with an incorrect stroke score of 4, but the correct 2 
Stableford points, you are disqualified for returning a card with a score (4) for 
the hole lower than that actually taken (5). 

There is one situation in a stableford competition where recording a lower 
Stroke score on the card than actually taken will not result in disqualification, 
and that is when the result of the hole is not affected. 

For example, if you had scored 8 on the hole above (no points) and the stroke 
score on the hole was recorded as 7 (also no points), you would not be 
disqualified, even though the stroke score recorded was lower than the score 
you had on the hole (Decision 32-24/4). 

The principles in this article also apply to bogey and par competitions, which 
are far less popular and less-frequently played at most clubs in Australia than 
Stableford competitions. 

The variations to the strokeplay rules listed above also apply to bogey and par 
competitions and these are outlined in Rule 32-1a. 


